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BISHOP ISSUES DIRECTIVES FOR FLU SEASON

FALL RIVER — In order to prevent the spread of HIN1 influenza through various
liturgical practices, Bishop George W. Coleman has issued the following directives for all
places of worship in the Diocese of Fall River, effective the weekend of October 31-
November 1, 2009.

1. The sharing of the Precious Blood during Mass for the faithful is to be suspended
(with the exception of those who, for medical reasons, are unable to receive the
host.)

2. Itis preferred that the invitation to offer the sign of peace during the communion rite
be suspended, including the exchange of peace between the celebrant and ministers.
(For celebrants, after the words: The peace of the Lord be with you always, to which
the people respond: And also with you, the Fraction Rite would immediately begin
with the sung or said: Lamb of God.) If the celebrant should choose to invite the
faithful to exchange the sign of peace, he should instruct the people to do so without
making physical contact.

3. Care should be taken by those distributing Holy Communion to avoid contact with a
communicant’s tongue or hands. As advised by the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops’ Committee on Divine Worship: Priests, deacons, and extraordinary
ministers of Holy Communion should be especially reminded of the need to practice
good hygiene. Ministers of Holy Communion should always wash their hands before
Mass begins; a further precaution suggests using an alcohol-based anti-bacterial
solution before and after distributing Holy Communion. (#8, Questions on Swine Flu
and the Liturgy, 2009)

4. Holy Water fonts should be cleaned with a disinfecting soap and re-filled with newly
blessed Holy Water on a frequent basis. Holy Water from these fonts should be
disposed of in the sacrarium.







